






hands. “They’re pieces of art, but they can 
also serve as business-card holders,” Jill 
said. Artistic and functional? At $23, one of 
those carvings was a perfect purchase.

I knew I was dangerously close to 
hitting my budget, but I still couldn’t 
stop until I’d checked out Decatur. Home 
to Emory University and a thriving 
restaurant and shopping scene, this 
pedestrian-friendly 
neighborhood just 
had to have some 
good finds. I first 
stopped at Mingei 
World Arts  (www.
mingeiworldarts.
com), a tiny store 
filled to the brim with 
products that its two 
owners have picked 

up on their international travels. I settled 
upon Vietnamese drink coasters created 
with pages torn from the country’s 
magazines, as well as a candle, which had 
a container made by Himalayan artists 
and a soy formula created by Atlantan 
Julia Leaphart. “The candle offers a great 
example of a global/local cooperative,” 
explained Ann VanSlyke, the store’s 
co-owner. The coasters were $18 and the 
candle was $15, so I was still within my 
budget, but just barely.

Still, there was one more place I 
needed to go. A passerby had pointed me 
toward Pambili African Artworks (www.
pambili.com), a small Decatur store that 
sells crafts, accessories and paintings, 
mostly from South Africa. Sipo Mzimela, 
the store’s co-owner, lived in South Africa 
most of his life, even serving in Nelson 
Mandela’s government before setting up 
his Atlanta shop in 2006. Mzimela pointed 
me toward a selection of colorful baskets, 
which women from Durban weave out 
of telephone wire. “The women used 
to make them out of straw, but as they 
moved to the cities, they switched to 
using wire, which was readily available,” 
he said. Intrigued by the story, I selected 
an extra-colorful one for $22. This put 
me $1.39 over my budget, but I was pretty 
convinced that once my editors saw my 
purchases, they would tell me I’d still 
passed the test. (Editor’s Note: We did.) 

Wire basket from 
Pambili African Artworks

Next, it was on to The Mercantile 
(www.themercantileatl.com), a brand-new 
specialty market in nearby Candler Park. 
Just like the neighborhood in which it 
is located, The Mercantile is proudly 
eclectic, selling grits from north Georgia, 
balsamics from Spain and fermented soft 
drinks from Germany.

Fermented soft drinks? Yep. Bionade, 
a nonalcoholic drink brewed in Ostheim, 
is 100% organic and a rare find in the 
United States. Janea Boyles, The Mercan-
tile’s cofounder, says the beverage outsells 
all her other soft drinks, and my curious 
taste buds contributed to that statistic. I 
snatched up three for $2.99 apiece.

I left Candler Park and headed north 
toward Midtown, where I went into a store 
called Gado Gado (www.gadogado.com) 
in the Amsterdam Walk shopping center. 
When I entered its glass double doors, I 
was greeted by two large rooms filled with 
Indonesian imports, from sculptures and 
armoires to necklaces and pillows. Owners 
Jill and Setiawan Onggo travel to Indonesia 
several times a year to select items, and 
they recently returned with several 
rosewood carvings shaped like two cupped 
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Rosewood carving
from Gado Gado

Coasters ($18) and candle ($15)
from Mingei World Arts

TOTAL: 
$301.39$33$23 $22


